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: ſpring, -novbaly the beginning 


Mlde rap, ind acknowledp ment 
of Chriſt above all the kingdonyes inthe world;rof wear 
beforeſucha_greſence, ſhould mould —_— of man- 
z0ro a great deal what thentobeen Ny, 
co be incorporated,and that by ſacred Oath, Cp | 
an highand honourable Brateroity *- An Oath 1s'ts be 
eſteemed: ſo: much the. more ſolemne , by, how much 
greater the perſons are that ſwearecach to other: as in - 
heaven when God fweares to his' Son; onearth when : 
Kings ſwear each-to-other, ſointhisbuſineſle, where - 
Kingdomes ſweare mutually, - \ 
 Andasthefſolemnity ef an Oxtliis to' bee meaſiltetl 
by theperfons fivearing;ſoby the matter alſo thatis to 
be ſworn-toz'God would not ſwear to the Covenane of 
works, hee intended not' to-honour it ſo much; itwas 
not to-continue, it was not worthy ofan Oath of his: 
but torheCovenaritofgrace, which isthe Goſpell;he 
frrea repentsnor'of it; Godſwearsfortheſalvati- 
on of metr,and of Kingdomes: Atdif Kingdomes ſwea? 
what Subje@&ofan. Oath becommeththen-betterthefi 
the prefervarior.and-{alvationofKingdomes,byelta- 
bliſhinged6kingdomeof Saviour them; even 
our Lord and'SaviourJefus Chriſt, whois x Mediator 


_ ahd ing eerogte mate ery ay” tticularperſoose' 


Theendalfo is greatand honourable; aseitherof the 
former #wo deberndite Want faithhe who beſtknomwerty. 
what is beſtzand from whom af6hee 
the goodneſfc ir bath.''aflociation iscof | 
of Creatutes;but the paces 

ofthemt her: the cluſteras wellaa thegrape is 
the work of Got>'conſorrand harmony gtceton 
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betauſerhey garher. rogether in his name, much more | 


-when two or three Kiogdomes ſhill meet and conſent 
gether. in: his 'navt and for his name, that God may 
bee one, and bis -mmee one among ſtthem;, and his: pree 
ſence amiditrhez Tharprayer--of Chriſt ſeemeth to 
. proceed from a feeling ſenſe of hisown bleſſedneſſe; 
Father, that they may be one; as thin inme, crc; Ynity 
amongſt: his Churchevand-children.muſt needs there» 
Forebevery acceptable unto him:+For-our:of the more 
deep ſenſe defires are fetche from within! us;the more 
pleaſing wilt berhe anſwer of themunco us, Churches 
and Kingdomesaredear to God, his patience towards 
them; bis-compaſſion averthem, more then; particu- 
har perſons, ſheweth it plainly. But Kingdomey willing+ 
1y engaging themfelves for his: Kingdome;, his Chriſt, 
his Saints, the purity of religion, his worſhip, and Go- 
verament, inall particulars; and inal-bumility heting 
downarhisfeettoreceive thelawand therulefromhis 
mouth, what. :pricedoth hee: {et upon ſuch?*; Blpet 
cially:when{as we thisday:) ſenſible of our infixmity» 
of an unfaithfull heart not; ſteddy with, our-God ,bus 
apt to ſtarr from the cauſe, if we fecl che: knife or, the 
fire; who bindeourſtlves with cords; as a ſacrifice to 
rhe hornes of the Akav. /We:invocatethe name at the 


great God; thathis vowes, yea hiscurſe may bee upon 


us, ifwe dont this, yea th | ugh weſufferfor-ſa,do - 
thar is, if we endeavour not {o-farreas the Lord: thall 
afſtſtus by his grace, to-advance cheXingdomes.the 
Lord Jeſus Clift hereupon earch, and make Jerula 
km once more the praiſe ofthe-whole world,oot wath-, 
ſtandingallthe concradiRions.of-- Fake” 3700 {433107 þ 
-- What is this: but ithe conents-and'matter. of: our 
OathtWhat doe! we. covenantt What do wsyow: Ip 
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hear onagrnſgehray. ome and a: Re- 
formarios:mniverfall; DoGriae. ; Diſciplide, and/War- 
 thip.iowharſorverebe Word halldiſcoxcrunous' Fo 
 praGe, 25iafruirdfloves corcfdime; afrittiab. zcale; 
burſorortforme; will bee:a rakenofgreat ptudcnce, 
- and circum} incechabcheſeGhatrchen Agndall 
this tobedodsacomtiografods' Ward,the 
andaccortingeocht bott refor we: Ghurches,ythtbet 
2 toavpeniecenftkisiduts tf England batbiohrained:te 
anyprcaterperfettioniinbohaniing thewbrdof nigh» 
teonſnelſe,;and craths, thatare accordingro.godlinailc 
__ 46t06ilemcamoregodiy mon Sighteous-: Amd:if 
itithe@imrchecof3corlppuan ligtitand beaury 
inihifters of Order-andDilciptite,:by: which cbeir 
Aﬀemblicsaremore orderly-orif. coany-orherChurch 
off oh: livich beenigiyen |betrerto; bays:learned = 
Mie lanp'ief hiv-wayes then ang:ofits;. wee fhakl 
fi y "vow Fenda mheirfipsthat can:fpeakrighr 
words unto ue itehis marter;ahdhelpugintotbencireft 
ity withthe word and minde ofChciftioc his 
SreatwotkofReforinavion tus 51a bel orgs 
Honourable th&Reverian Brethronz thers cahootbe 
amorcAitet 3cffecuilt waſ'to exlione ;and perſmade 
| Eheiyile, aid min of ſadand Werives ifpirits (andduch 
utowhomT 2m commanded:ro ſpeak-thisday) 
1 r6-les Ritb2elioie imllevſi weight, :and 
Foreh, hu did puvttien ortendeofrhcowonlethiey : 
hats, This oack ſuch; -a<>iinche majrdrund 
ronſcquence ofir;/6fifaoh concermamkt; 1951 cantruly 
re no King eege ev6Palbrhoferi _— 
dikes ore odeades 28 
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ſycaingi5enus Theatetof FtR3ouſhall fade, 
ro-be thigabarthe Kingdames atthe.wor otcemeave 
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urn hay af "ag are Peers | thi 
_ aidby ſodoing*engage poſterity after you te 


-it were honourcnough:Futchere may yer furcheruſebe | 


madeof you, who now are totake this oath, yduare 
_ d&ſignedaschicfmaſterBuilders/2nfchoiceinſtruments. 
for Soeff > of this ſctledPeaceand Reformation, - 
waich if the Eard ſhallpleaſeto' finiſh in your hands, a 
greacer happineſſe on egrch;nor agreater means to aug- 
ment your glory andcrown iti heayen, you are notcae: 
pable of. Aidrhis let me furtheriadde for your encou- 
emetit of what extenſive good andFromtinehe [uc- 
elle of ir,this very oath-miiy proverobe;weknow not,” 
_ Godath ſer his Covenant like the Heavens, ;noronely 
for-duration// but like alſo fot extenſione The Heavens © 
mioveand rouleabour, afidifo Wh pom nnrnege | 
and heat ;-and yertue; *to'all- -placesandpatrs the? - 
earth #(6 doththe Covenant of God iſo may thisgift 
bee: given to'other Covenants that ate frainedttothat | 
pattern. How much thisfolemng eatidaathin 
ptoyokeotherreformed Charches'ro'z farther Refor. 
mationof themſelves j'whatlightandhearittnayTom- 
municateabroadto other panes oftheworld,, itis 6740 
is Himro define towhom is given thenteſt ew 
earth for his inherit ante, and Sith by his''ex 
gicat powergreat things oiit of 4s ſmell boginnit "7 £ 
Burhowſoever,chis Fathibe of, EAAe Ain 
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"Fat Popery', it hath bend Region Gvvidomreronm | 
- in fencing and munkingirſelfby-efforiacion and joynt | 
' ſttength,, alb ſorts ofProfeſſorsamongſtthemare caſt + 
int6 Praternitievdd@ Brother hoods; arnd-tticfe Orders - 
carefully united by Vow one- with'anothier and under 
 ſoine more! pederatiaroriotn' df common depetidancie.” 
Sucti Stares fo & Ringdorhes as they haverhus mai 
 theirs3chey endeavour toimprove and core by ſtrict 
- combinations and leagues each toother, witudſc of g 
lir&-yearer that's Sainte ligne, the holy lezphe: Te" 
will ior bec-univerclly” your cotifiderarion; whethes 
ſeeing the preſervation 8f Popery hath beck by Lea- 
 gves and Covenams; God may tot rhake a- League” 
or Coyenantto be thiedeftyuRionot it's Nay the very* 
riſeof Popery ſeeretli to becafte fuch' a ifs by 
Kings; thatis, Kingdownies afſenrivg #6d agteving per. 
haps byTomejoyntCovenane( the rexe (ith #w#h ore' 
 winde, why not thei with ote-month? to give their po- = 
wer and ſttcngriafire the Beaft, and make war 4gainft 
che Larild\ Bev?'t+; whereyonrerd the Lainb ſhalt o= 
vercoine- the Beſt, and: poſſibly with'rhefantwer 
 pons; hee is the Lotd of Lords; *#nd Ring of Kitigs; hee 
ca mnireRingSahl Kingdoms;and giverheny onetainde' 
atfoto deſtroy the Whore aid Bee het ut tuide, Ati 
viſe notthisdayes Boerne Py beſhtiniby'of ſuck 
a alfed expe: + 


erty, 
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exchivimproved byall, & apreit power by thizmeans- 
acquired to themſelves, as by ſad experience we have: 
Ixtely found: Thejoynts and members of this body,you 
know were kait together by theſacred engagement of 
an Oath,the Oath of Canonieallobedienceas they.cal- 
ledit: You-remember alſo with,whar cunning and indu-- 
ſtrie they-endeavoured lately to make this Oath and. 
Covenan more ſure for. themſelves and their-poſterity:.. 
And intended a more publike,ſolemn and uniyerſalen- 
gagement, thea ſince Popery this-cauſe of theirs was- 
eycr maintained or ſupporredby. And queſtiooleſle, 
Ireland and>cotlandalſo mult at laſt have been brought: 
incorhis holy league wich England, But bleſſed be: the 
Lord,and bleſſed be his good hand the Parliament,that: ' 
from theindignation of their ſpirits agaioſt ſo horrid. 
a. yoke, havedaſhed out the yery brains of this projec,. 
and are now this day. preſent before the Lord ro-take. 
and give polleſhion of this: bleſſed Ordinafce,even an; 
Oath and Covenane as folemne andof as large extentas. 
they intended theirs; uniting thefe three Kingdoms into. 
ſuch a. League and happy combination, as will doubt- 
Icfſepreſerve us. and - our Reformation againſt them, - 
though their iniquity: iathe miſteries-of it ſhould ſtill. 
be working amongſt us. Cope therefore: ( 1 ſpeak. in. 
the words of the Prophet ) /et #5-joyn eonr ſelves tothe. 
Zord,and pnetoanother,andeachtoall, iz apfrpetucl. 
Evvenant that ſhall nothe forgonem. I 
Wearenowentriogupon a work of the greateſt nio=. | 
ment and concernement,tous,and toourpeltcrity aficr (| 
us;that everwas undertaken by any of us, orany.of our. - 
Forefarhers before us,or neighbouring Nations about: 
us; if che Loxd (ball bleſse this our-beginning, it will 
Heea Dapgo ca ,and we ſhall bea happy people. An; 
©ath.isa duty-of the firſt commandamcii, and mie 


" 


UMI 


therefore muſt come foorth attended with choyceſt 
graces, eſpecially with theſe rwo,. humility, and fear, 
Fear, not onely of God, whichoughtrto bee in an emi. 
nent meaſure,Gen, 31-53. Jacob ſwear by the feare of - 
his father//«ac, as if hee coyetedto inherit his fathers 
grace, as wellas his fathers God - Buralſofcare of an 
Oarh, ir being a dreadfull duty, and hath this peculiar, 
\ . teiseſtabliſhedbythe Oathof God, I haveſworne thac 
unto meeeyery tongue ſhall ſweare, 1/z 45. 23: Ir is 
madetheyery Character of a Saint, hee feares an Oath 
Eccleſ. 9.2. | : 
Humility is anothergrace requiſite, ſet yout-hearts 
before. God in an humble obedient frame;D ext.6.Thos 
ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve him, and ſweare by 
his Name, The Apoſtle Paul was ſenhible of this en» 
gagement, even in the very a@ ofthis ductie, Row 1.9, 
I call God to witneſſe whom I ſerve in my ſpirit; Although 
it bea work of the lips, yet the heart and the whole man 
muſt be interefled ifs expc@rhis worſhip to. be acce- 
ptable, Pſal.119 108. Accept ihe free will offering of my 
'. mouth, anditach me thy judgements.  _ | 
_.- - Alfoirmuſtbee doneanthe greateſt ſimplicity and 
'  plainneſſeof ſpirit, inreſpe@ of thoſe with whom wee 
Covenant. Wecall God as a witneſſe- betwixt us who 
ſearcheth the hearts With him is wiſedowe and ſtrength, 
*he deceived & deceiver ts his,Job 12.19. He hath wiſes 
dometa diſcover, and ſtrength ropuniſh, if our hearts 
| be notupright to.our Brethrenin this matter. L et us be 
'$ - contented with this, thatthe words of our Covenant be 
bands,it may not be ſo much asin the deſire of our harts 
that they ſhould become ſnares, no not tothe weakeſt 
_ andfimpleſt perſonthat joyneth with us. Inthe-whole 
workmake your addrefieunto God, as Jaceb did to his 
Fx 1 | Pic Walhs. 255-1 _ 


ofthe higheſt and fobleſt order and rank of dries, 


LIMI 


#ſhallbring acurſeapon mecand uot «bleſsing,” -  ' © | 
| Trae liberty wich more carnet{tnefic ro preſle this care 
upon you, becauſe l have obſerved Oathsand Cove. 


command otauthoriythefraic whereof,rhough grear | 


y 


nants have been undertakenby us formerly, and ig | 
| 


ct not anſwered our expedtation ;.the. Lord futc 


bath been: diſpleafed wich the ſlighrneſſeofourhearts - 


in the work. E-beſcechyou bee more watehfull; and 


ſtirre up your hearts with more induſtry this day then - 


ever before: As iris the laſt Oathyouarelikely totake 


inchis kinde, ſoirisourlaſcrefuge, tabudaipoft: nanft a. - 
gium. lfchisbelpnor;' weeare likely ro remaine to our - 
dyipg dayat unhappy people, bur if atherwiſe, Fa will | 


indeed fmweare withall your hearts, and feek the Lord with 
10ur whole deſore, 'God will bee found, and give you-reſb 
raynd aboat, > Chor, 15,A56 eo i oo L -/ 
-And having ſworn, andentredintorhis folemneen« 
Sagcment co God ang man, makeconſticnceto doeac- 
corcinsly,otherwiſeit tsbetterthou ſhoulfeſt not vow 


Evclefpaft;'s : As itisfaid of faſting,iris norrhe bowing - 


downef the head fora dayifo ofthis ſolemne ſwearing 


itisnorthelifting upofrhe handforaday,butan honeſt 
and fxithfull endeavouring after the contents of this - 
Covenant all or dayes, Atruce breaker isreckoned up 
among ft. the yileſt'of- Chriſtians, 25 Tim. 2: 3. loa : 


Covenant. breaker is liſted amongftthe worſtof Hea- 


chens, Roz. 1.31, But-hee that ſweareth and changert: - 
not, though he ſwear to hishure,thatis,hecbatwil keep: 


his Covenant and Oarh though the contents of it prove 


not for him, nay poſſiblyagainſt him, yet hee will keep - 


# forhis/Oaths fake, ſuck a one ſhall have bis habit ation: 


withihe moſt High, anll awellin his Tabernacle, get ge | 


her Tſao, and ſet-there beethe like feartind jedlouſie- 
over:your ſpirits, Gen 27.12. My Father peredven-- 
tyre will feel me, avd 1 ſhall fetmtobins as a deceiver, aud: . 


UMI 


Rd 43 TOE YOIL, ILCVEraend Dretnren , that are MENILITCNS * 
of-the Goſpel, there is yet anothet abligatian will he 


,upon you, let us loakto our ſelves, and make providion 
to walk anſwerable. to this qur Covenant-for the Golf... 
-pels (ake; ie will refleRt agrearaſpertion-upan the truth 
ofthe Goſpel, if wee ſhould bee falſe or unconſtavr in 
any word or purpoſe, though .jaa. matter of leſle con- 
ſ:quence , as you can cally collet fromthar apology 
of Paub a Cor.t. 17,18 .how much more:in fuch p 
caſe as this is, ifwe ſhould hee found to purpole,nay 
more, to yow, and covenant, and {wear and all this, 
«cording untothe fleſb, and with #5 there ſhould be, not 
withſtanding allcheſe.obligations,yee,yea, andney,nay? ' 
That we may all whotakethe Covenantthis day, be - 
conſtant, immoveable, and abound inthis work af the 
Lord, that we may norftarr afide, or.giveback, orgoe 
on uncomfortably, there is atwofold grace or qualift- 
cation to bee labouredafter, . .. 7 | 
Wee muſt ger courage, ſpirits that are bold and 
reſolute. Ir.is ſaid in Ha2ges, tharsbe Lord ftirred up 
the ſpirit of Zernbbabel Governonr of Judah ,aud the ſpirit 
of Jofhuathe High Prieft, and the ſpirit of all theremmant 
ofibe p:ople, and they came, and did work in the houſe of 
tbe Lord, the yvork of Gods hauſe: Reformation work 
cſpecially,is a ſtirring work; read Stories, you findenor 
any where Reformation made in any age, cither in - 
-Dodrine ar Diſcipline, withour great ſtirre and oppo» 
fition, This was foretald by the fame Prophet. Chap. 2, 
| verl. 7. the promileis, Hee will fill:his houſe with glory - 
G ; but what gocth before, verſ6,Net oncert is al atle while 
and1 will ſhake the Heavens, and the Barth, audthe Sem, 
«nd the dry land that is, all Nations;;as inthe words fol- - 
owing, This place is applycd Heh 1x,tothe removing 
Jewiſh Rites, the moveables of Gods houſe, Thie like 


_ W-- + 


you tindein the Apoſtles tunes, Ar#s 17,th ruth berry -/ 
' preached, ſomebeleeved,others did not; here beginner: . 


the ſtirre, verſ. 6. thofe that beleeved nor. rooke wwn 
themſelves certaine lewdfellows of the baſer ſort, and ga. 
thered 4 company, and ſet allthe.C ity .1n 4n uproare : -and 
-vvhenthey had donefo, complainedofthe brerhren to 
-the Rulers, as menthattwrnthe world upſide down,ver.s 
Readalſo 4&s 21. 27,30. 3I- lnſuch a work therefore 
-men had need bee of ſtout, reſolute, and compoſed (pi- 
-rits, that -yve may bee ableto goconin the maine, and 


Nirre inthe middeſt of ſuch ſtirres, and norbee amazed ]. 


atany:ſuchdoings. It may poſiibly happen, that even 
amongſtyour ſelvesthere vvill bee out<cryes, Sir, you 
will ds all, faith one, youyvill putallinto-confuſion 
faich another, if you takethis courſe, ſaitha third, vve 
can expe& nothing but bloud - buta vviſeStateſ-man, 
like an experienced Sea-man, knovverh the compaſle of 
his veſſel, and though ic heave andtofle,and the paſſen- 
gerscry outabouthim, yetin the middeſt of all, hee is 
himſelf,curacth ner alidefrom his work,bur ſtcereth on. 
his courſe. I beſeech you letit. be ſeriouſly conſidered, 
ifyou meane todoe any ſuch workin the houſe of God 
as this.is ;if you meane to pluck up what many yeares 
agoe was planted, or to build up what ſqlong agoe was 
pulleddowne, and togoe thorough with this work,and 
not- bee diſcouraged, you moſt begge,of the Lord this 
excellent ſpirit, this reſolute ſtirring ſpirit, otherwiſe 
you: will bee out ſpirited, and both you and yourcauſe 
{lighted and diſhonoured. s. | | 
' 2  Ontheother hand wee muſt1abour for humility, 
prudence, gentleneſle, ineckneſſe. A man may bee very 
zealous and reſolute, and yer very meck-and mercifull - 


Jeſus Chriſt was a Lyon, and yet a Lambealſo;zin one. 


Placehee cellech them hee commeth to ſend freon the 
| earths 
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"earth: 2nd in another-placerebukethhis Diſciples for 


their fiery. ſpirirs, Luk. 9-54: . There was the like com- 
pofitton:inMoſes,andin FaxF,and it is of great uſe,eſpe- 
cially inthis worke of Reformation. I havenot obſer- 
ved any difputes carried on with more bitterneſle in. 
mens-writings;and with a more unſan&ified heat of ſpi. 
rit, yea-and by godly men too, then in contraverſics a= 
bout diſcipline, Church" Government, Ceremonies, . 
and the like, Surely to argueabout Government with 
ſuch ungoverned-paſſions,. to argue for Reformation: 
with aſpirit ſo unreformed, is veryuncomely Let. us: 
be zealous, as.Chrift- was, to caſt out all, roextirpate. 
and root out every plant hisheavehly Father hath not. 
planted ;- and- yer let us doeitin an orderly way; and- 
with the ſpirit of Chriſt, whofe ſervants weare, The ſer- 
vant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle to allmen, 
apt to teach,patient in meckneſſe nprec7ing thoſe that op + 
poſe,2 T1m.2,24 25, Welolemnly engagethis day. our - 
ucmoſt endeavours: for Reformation; let us remember. 
this, that toomuch hear, as wellas roo much coldneſs,. 
may harden men: in their. wayes,. and hinder Refors . 
nnd. Oo Ei ito 3 Hu bag 
Brethren, let uscometo this bleſsed work, with ſuch 
a frame of heart, with ſuch a minde forthe preſent, with- 
ſuch reſolutions for the time to come; letusnot bee 
wanting to- the' opportunity: God - hath put into our 
hands this day; and ther 1 can promiſe you,asthe Pro- 
phet, Conſider this day and upwards, even from this day, . 
that the foundation of the Lords work is laid. Conſider it, 
from this daywill Tblefie you, faith the Lord; Nay, we. 
have received as it were the firſt fruits ofthis promiſe, 
for as it is ſaid of ſome mens good works they are manifeſt 
beforchand,tTim. 5. Erenf may be ſaid of the good . 
work of this day, it is manif{ſt before hand, —_— 
IL. 
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* M: Alexander Henderſon, imme- 


_ datly before the taking of the 
.Covenentby'the Houſe of Comimone, | 
- aid Aﬀembly of Divines, 


FRET Lihouphthetimebee farre ſpent, yer art 
| S: FEET x Fhokt” Ffonourable,. Revererd, An bez 
| - If 03: Ivvedinthe Lord'y co: crave: your part. ' 
: 72 Eee Fence alfttle# ttwerebork fin and (htme”' 
Sy Sto usinthis' ſo acceptable time; in this 
day; whichrhe Lordhathmade,; tobee filent.and: to | 
: ſy rigttring ng- If ve ſhould hold ourpeace, wee tonld 
thcanſwerabſero God, whoſecaufeand worke” 
2 isinth: Hip :nor- of this Ohurth- and Kingdome!'unto* 
. whickwe lure madeſolergeprofeſion ofduty, 8& ow 
315 ry hp 9'our med pr Kingdome, ſo abundine 
-Aionto Lorry ws foour owt hearc, 'which' 
Xcredirigly-refoycero' 


| ee this diy: We have greater” 
ene nn rous menfirting in'4time ofgreate Ex-- 
tremicke te-of Samaris, to fiy one to another, 
We en 1;thisd: 52d y ofgoodtydings, and; 
ge 2 F-ItiS the Syr7ar7 arcnat? 
| | of, =_ OTE 
| Hi telLy: Þ d and faithful 
Lon ned day ESD only tlie Syreais and Bu: * 
p{ bural?6th efferriſes of the Clmrch/of God, 
 ofthelfing ri airy ante 


Forit is Kceptableto. God ahd well plcafing in his. 
fight, when his people come willingly intheday ofhis : 


power(and how ſhaltchey nbc be willing in theday-of . 


his power #)to entera religious Covenant, with him - 
 andamongſt rhemſelyes. whatſoever. be the condition - 
of the people of God , whether inſorrow and humilia- 


tion before deliverance,or inrcjoycing 8&thankfgiving - 


afcer deliverance? this is it,which-che Lord waits for at 

their hands,whichthey have beenuſed to performe,and : 
- with which hee hath beca ſo well pleafed , that ithath - 
| been the fountaine of many deliverances and bleſlings -. 


ugto them. When a people beginneth toforger God, he- 


lifcethup his hand againſt them and fmicteth them:And . 
when his people, humbled before him,liftuptheirhands - 
 notonly in ſupplication,butincovenant beforethemoſt - 
bjgh God, he is pleaſed (ſuchris his mercy and wonder. 
full compaſſian)firſt,colifchis hand unto them, ſaying, 
I am the Lord your God;as weave itthreerimes in two .. 
verſes ofthe 20, of £zekzel, and next heſtracherh our, 

| his band againſt his cnemiecs and: thers. ſt is:the bekt ; 
work of Faith, tojoynin Covenant wich God, the beſt. 
work of loveand Chriſtian Communionto joyn in Co-. 
venant with the people ofGadjthe beſt work afthebelt; 
zeal, rojoynin Coy . Rezormati 

encmics of God and Religionithe belt work of true loy=. 
altie,. ro joynin Covenane for the-preſervation of our .- 
King and.Superiours;and«hebeſtproofofnaturall affe.. 
Rion (and co be without naturallaffeftion, is:qne of rhe. - 
- greatſinnes of the Gentiles) cojoyn.in Covenant for de-; 


fence of our. Native Countrey, Liberties, -and- Lawes z. . 


Such as for-theſe neceſſary ends do withdraw and: are. 
nat willing to enter into Covenant, have reaſongoenter... 
 Hrotheir own hearts androlookinratheir Faith, love., 
x63, lopaly andagyrallafiodion: Ot 
| 19; + 


cant; for. Reformation, againſt the. - 


_—- 


« tedent and 


—_— 


Icceptadieto Wod, 10nave we for itthe Y 
Tec example, not onely of thepeopſe of God..of 
- old, oftheReformed Churches of Gereweny, and the 
' Low i rr of ow _ Nobleand Chriſtian 
Progenicors in the time of the. danger of R<ligion, 
which is expreſſedin the Covenant it ſelf. The Jefetk 
was; They went not on throughly toenterinaſolemne 
Covenant; anhappineſlereſerved forthis time, which 
had theydone, the corruptions and calamitics of theſe 
dayes mighr have beenprevented- and if the Lord ſhal 
bcepleaſed co move, looſc,and enlarge the hearts of bis 
peoplein his Majclties Dominions to take this Cove- 
nant, aotin fimulacion , norin luke warmneſle, azthoſe 
that arealmoſt perſwaded to bee Chriſtians, bur as be- 
commeth thepeople of God, irſhall bee theprevention 
of many evils and miſcries., and a meane- of many and 
rich blefings, ſpirituall andremporall, roenr ſelves,our. 
| lirtle ones, and the Poſterity that ſhall come afterus for 
many Generations, | 
- Theneercand neighbouring example ofthe Church 
and Kingdamret Anreey , is in this cafe worthy*of 
our beſt obleryation: When the Prelatesthere, were 
_ grownby their rents, and Lordly Dignities,by their ex- 
orbitant power over all ſorts of his Majeſties ſubjeQs, 
Miniſters and others, by their places in Parliamear, 
.Councel, Colledgeof Juſtice, Exchequer, and High 
Commiſhon, -taa monſtrous dominion and greatnefle, 
and like Gyants, ſcttiong their one foot on theneck of 
the Church, and the other onthe neck of the State, 
Mie of Codtheough theiropyretioninBckgion ber 
ple of Ga h their oppreflionig Religion, Liber. 
He and Lawes, and what wasdeareſt untothem, were 
brought ſo low, chatthey chuſed rather to die, thento 
Jvcinſuch lavery, orto live] inany other place, ils 
+ v4 A 


el 
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| uldeter hems! have fron the ffchnof wy people-end 
Kpolheveſio £10198, wid anncomr dowerete Jilin 
verthensr Theheginningswero tor par nar ; 
intho tyes ef cheprefiniptuousencmies, iſnchasuſero 
betheveginnings ofthecgreatelt works of + Gad:; .bar 
were{o ſeeondedandaontionallyfallowed by. theun- 
dcniable enieners.of DivineRravidenae, tleading:theat - 

. forward fcomraneſtep:to:anather;that rheicMountaic 
becameſtranganthe end.-No tongue cantell whatmo- 
zions-alledriehearts, what .teares were poured: forth 
fronuheeycs,afidncharcryescamofrom: the mouphes.— * 
ofmiany.thouſands: in 'thatLand; when:rheyfongdian. 3 
unwantedifiamewarming their brealtes, and perocived. 
the powerakt Gad raifeg the fromeberteadyand crea- 

ting for:thega ancw world wherein honld dwelt 'Reli. 
ginneresRightenitfzes When they were ideſbitnrs/both. 

_ - ofmoneys and; munition., whichnextunco: theſpirits . 
and _ —_ arechefir bowled Wire, ,theiLord | | 
broughtochem forthrout © txbines ttc | 
wonderfull inchcireyes ,: and mittfrof (ett. 

' $Otheir hears: Whenthey watt Anany tient + 
intheirdeliberations;dndbroup p76 ® 
thattheyknew:notwhat ropluiſe orr0do; ;forproſecus. | , 

ting the-work ef Gad-;; onely hheiv-eyes were toward. | 

| ren not cnchp thetcarenaid Faoies;diireldeglots alſo 
ail palicicsof cheAdverſaries,:0pened the -way unto - 
2hem;their-deviceswereturnednportheir own heads. 
and {crvedfor thepromoting! ofthe work of God/The- 

-urity of. their-intentions: elevate above baſe :and 4 
cafihly-reſpe; andehe gonftanic pexceuf thetheare | 
4nthemid&dofman ydangess,didbfarthemwir- againſt - 

,< #be-malicious actilitiviionnk aſperſoar-putupoatheir- h 
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Kingdom x pe pms 
iS SHANE WIGN LEA kaes chonebeigs,bave 
g.par; areas Suk 1 jf0ihallchegaralicl:bepisioftad 
ro their greater ce artjngbe. ta ful purſuing of the 
workunto the 'cng... 
. Necelityay ichkbathiniraLind of averaignty, &- 
is ala abg Lazysgpdheafore isfaid rohaveno: 
Lardothmigh nigh pete har ShurchandKipgdamab 
Scotland .a Re 85, 80 ſmgllcpmfart.unto_them: 
therthex haveng: þcencigle andac.caſe, but have. uſed 
good and,lawkull means pf Sppplications., Declana- 
nd Remonſtrancesio his: Majeſtie-forqueodhing 
the.com nrbis.Kingdome :Audatter allthele, . 
that they ſemCommiſligners tp bis. Majeſtie , humblic- 
to mediate fora xeconcilemeat ang, PacificationsBut the 
offer aftheir humble ſervice. was,rejedted, from no 0s 
Ferrralon, bucchzrchey had no warrant nor capacity: 
for ſuch aMed HOG, "Abd That the intermizrureof the 
Gaveramentofs be .Chyrch of Zxgland with the Civil 
goyergument oft hekingdomgyas ſuch a miſtery ascould- 
nar þe uinderſiqed by: them. Althoug it berrive 5 which 
wasat thas timeofren replyad, that theeighth. demand 
of the? Trentie andche anhygr girenthergunroconcern- 
ag Uniformity of Religion, was a ſufficient ground. 


X CPE FR St proceedings of theHouſesof Par- 
Lggains pilcopal-Government ,asa ſtumbling 
block OR efogmatian,gad-as a-prejudice tothe 


EjulSpue, mad was ground enpugh for their. informatiob- 
pe aadlr gf acin; arp lee | 

" C THe S:OF-Tne6a e 
Fer land, and whe dangers. and preſſures of the - 
| kingdom ofScotlend growing tQgteater extremity3z{uch - 
; DOCTRINE with the:publick. affairs ofxhe King- , 
> . dome. 


DIED CL oOTRaef a. ana atlnndgd aA am SST ov _ 
F [ ij 6 | m4 3t | 


: former times(his Majclty having denyeda Parliament) > 
. rocalla Convention ofthe-Eſtates. for confidering of | 
. the preſear affairs,and for providing rhe beſt remedies: 
. which immediatly upon their meeting by the ſpeciall 

- providence of God, did receive information of diverſe 

 txeacherous attempts of Papiſts inallthethree King. 
domes, aSif they had been called for that effe&;And'by 
theſame provideace, Commiſſtoners. were ſent from 
both Houſes of Parliament to conſider with the Eſtates 
ofthe Kingdame of Srottand, of ſuch Articles and Pro. 

poſitions as might make the conjunction betwixtthe Tt 
two Nations more beneficiali and-cffeQuallfor che ſe. 'q 
curing of Religion and Livertic againſtPapiſts and Pre: _— 
ates with cheir adherents. Their: Conſultations with 

. the Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly, did. in 

- the endbring fortha Covenant, as the onely meane af- 
ter all other have been aflayed, for: the deliverance of | | 
Exzlendand Irtlandout ofthedeeps of afflition, pre= Þ © | 
-ſervationof the Church and Kingdome of Scotloend 

Fcom-the extremity. of muſerie; andthe ſafery'of our = 

Native Kingand Kingdomes from deſtruction and de- 

- ſolation. . This is the manifold neceflity which Na- 
_ Religion,” Loyalcic, and Love: hath Iaid upon 
them. tO chetolts es 
.  Noris it unknown inthis Honourable:Reverendand 
wiſe Audience, what errours and hereſiesiado&rine; g 
whar Superſtition and idolatrie:in Worſhippe , what 

_'Uſarpation and TyrannicinGovernment,whatcruclty 
againſt the ſoules and bodies of the ſaint#have bees ſet 
on foot, exerciſed, and executed for many Generations, 

_ -and_now'of late by che Romane Church; all which we 

_ hope through the bleſſing of God uponthis work, thal & 7 
+ SEE ITS 5 0pm" mw | 
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 - "rhis:Coyenanit written on the Plaſter of the wall over 
againit him,wherehe ficterhBe/ſhazz47-like in his ſacra- 
legious pomp,ic would make his hearr to tremble ; his 
countenanceto change; his head and Miter to ſhike, 
hisjoyats co looſe, aad all his Cardinals and Prelates - 
to be altonilhed. | 4 
Whea the Reformed Churches, whiclby their Let. 
ters havebeen excicing usto CiriltizaaCommunion and © 
_ Sympathieinthis time of the danger of Religion and. - 
 diſtreſſeofthe Golly, ſhall heare of-this.bletfe4 con+ 
A jungion for uniformity in Religion according to the 
/ word of God and.thedefencerhereof, it ſhall quicken = 
— | : theirheartsagainittheheavinelle of oppreſſing ſorrows -+ 
| and feare;and be no other thana beginning of a Jubilee 
and joyfulldeliveranceuntothem, fromthe Antichri- 
ſtanyokeand tyrannic.. T6 
l .. Upoatheſe-andchelikeconfiderations wee areverie 
_ confident, that the Church and Kingdome of Scotland * 
wil moſt chearfully joyge in this Covenant, ar the - 
a _ firſt motion-whereof, their bowels were moyed within + 
them ?: Andtogive teſtimony of-this. our 'confidence; - 
wewlio- are;Commillioners from rhe Generall Aﬀem-- 
1] bly, althoughwehavenoparticularand expreſfe Com--- 
flionfor chat end; ; not from want of willingneſſe,but- 
of foreſight) offer-to- joyn our hearts and bands unto + 
 itgbeingaſſyredtharchebordinhisowa timewil againit | 


all oppoſition even againſtrhe gates of: Hell, crown it - 
with a bleſſing from:Heaven. The word of God is - 
4 for it;,as you havebeennoy reſolved by ctheconſent and : 


teſtimonieofa Reverend Aſſembly of ſo many godly,-. 
| learned; and-great Divines,-In your own ſenſeandex-: 

\  pericace you will-find, that alrhough while you are aſ- 
ſaukted or exerciſed with worldly cares and fears; your ' 
7 | thoughts - 
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